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The Terra-Cotta Dog, the Leopard's and Sicily's Mafia History
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Terra-Cotta dog and the pair of desiccated corpses that Inspector Montalbano meets in the cave are symbolic in a few ways. Firstly, the lovers' embrace pulls him in so much that he finds himself obsessively drawn to unearth their story, the reasons why they died and why they were buried ritualistically. The police commissioner once calls Montalbano's interest a mere form of "mental masturbation (Catanzaro, 2012)." However, Montalbano sees the couple's remains as a fleeting image of his own identity. In a world of deceit, violence, and corruption, he hopes to find some tattered remnant of decency and purity in the voiceless past where Mafia bosses had a code that prevented them from engaging in criminal activities.  The insistence on sleep, when related to the dead couple, refers to the death of honor among the mafia when the rules of the game were changed and the mafia abandoned the code that they followed in the past (Catanzaro, 2012). 
The excerpt from "The Leopard" focuses on the conversation the Prince had with Chevalley di Monterzuolo. The Prince turns down the offer he has been given by the government to become a senator and advise the government officials. The Prince believes in change but he is not sure if it will take place, unlike Chevalley who believes their government will change everything. In his poetic speech, the Prince talks of the struggle between decay and mortality and resilience to change of the Sicilian people (Catanzaro, 2012). The story shows the Mafia when they had the honor and were fighting for the people of Sicily against outside invaders. 
The two novels show a different time in Sicily when at some point people had hope for a better country and at another time when the Mafia had changed its agenda and started getting involved in organized crimes. The people wanted change, but it came at a cost. The mafia agreed to deal with the landowners while threatening the other part of the population, and the honor and code were forgotten. Montalbano hopes that the code exists somewhere, that the memories might come back and save the people from the mafia.
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